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CHAPTER 1 ï INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Purpose 
 

The following information has been developed to serve as a 
basis on which meaningful land use planning can be carried out 
in Batesburg-Leesville.  The Land Use Plan was last updated in 
1996. The focus of the 1996 study was to set regulations for 
development.  This study however is more concerned with 
setting guidelines for other regulations.  This plan describes the 
framework for the arrangement of land use, public services, and 
transportation and how that will contribute towards making the 
town a distinct and desirable community in the region.  
Through knowledge of basic policy formation, existing services 
and prospective needs as well as fundamental location 
standards for various land uses, the Planning Commission and 
Town Council will work toward creating a better ordered and a 
better arranged community.   
 
One proposed model toward which they can work is shown on 
Maps 8.3 and 8.4. This conceptual plan for future land use is 
more a guide to policy making than it is a fixed and never 
changing goal.  It is a consolidation of existing knowledge of 
the community, an assessment of the evolution of social and 
economic conditions in the urbanized area, in the county, and 
above all, one interpretation of acceptable land use 
development which can be encouraged and promoted by the 
activities of the Planning Commission and the Town Council. 
 
The goal of this plan is to establish a set of guidelines and 
procedures for implementing the development objectives of the 
Town of Batesburg-Leesville, and to provide direction for the 
conservation, identity and growth of the town.  The plan is 
intended for use by government agencies, citizens, and both the 
public and private organizations concerned with planning 
within the Town. 
 
Due to the nature and scope of this plan, some items are 
approached on a broad basis, while others are more specific.  
Broadness allows individual departments to meet the needs of 
the population as situations arise, and within their allotted 
budgets.  An example of this would be the Town Police 
Department.  Specification is necessary to guide Town officials 
in making decisions in regard to land development. 
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1.2 Organization and Content 
 
The 2008 update to the Batesburg-Leesville Comprehensive 
Plan is intended to meet the state comprehensive planning 
process requirements set forth in the Local Government 
Comprehensive Planning Enabling Act of 1994.  To meet these 
requirements the following chapters will consist of an existing 
conditions inventory and a discussion of goals, objectives, and 
strategies for the following comprehensive planning elements: 
 

¶ Population  

¶ Economic Development 

¶ Natural Resources 

¶ Historic and Cultural Resources 

¶ Community Facilities 

¶ Housing 

¶ Land Use 

¶ Transportation 

¶ Priority Investment Areas 
 
The goal is to present descriptive information on existing 
conditions, issues and concerns; and to provide feasible long 
and short term strategies for addressing the communityõs needs. 
 
The goals, objectives and strategies presented in each chapter 
are based upon information gathered from data and analysis 
conducted for the corresponding existing conditions inventory 
and on information contained in the Batesburg-Leesville 
Community Master Plan produced for the town in 2003.  A 
dominant theme throughout this document is the desire and 
need for accommodating and absorbing future growth by 
capitalizing on the municipalityõs small town character and 
historical integrity.  All future development decisions should 
reflect this theme and incorporate it into the various 
implementation strategies suggested in this document. 
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CHAPTER 2 ï POPULATION   

2.1 Introduction 
 

The population element of the Comprehensive Plan describes how the 
townõs population and demographics have changed over the past 
several decades.  Information presented is based on Decennial Census 
data and includes current interim census estimates for the year 2007 
and limited projections for the year 2012 at the municipal level and 
2035 for the larger geographic area.1  Statistics will be presented on a 
variety of household characteristics including: 
 

¶ Population Change 

¶ Age Distributions 

¶ Demographic Trends 

¶ Income Characteristics 

¶ Poverty Levels 

¶ Educational Attainment 

 
Batesburg-Leesville is located on the fringes of one of the Stateõs 
fastest growing metropolitan regions.  The town is part of the 
Columbia-Newberry Combined Metropolitan Statistical Area (CMSA) 
which saw a 17.5% increase in population between 1990 and 2007 for 
a total population of 683,266.  The town is located in the extreme 
western portion of Lexington County, which represents 31.6% of the 
total CMSA 2000 population.  Lexington County is one of the fastest 
growing counties in the state and experienced a 28.9% increase in 
population between 1990 and 2000.  While Batesburg-Leesville has 
historically grown at a slower rate than those areas closer to the 
Columbia Metropolitan area, long term projections reveal a reversal in 
this trend as development continues to expand outwards into the 
unincorporated portions of the county. 

 

 

 

Map 2.1: Study Area Base Map (Following Page) 
 

 

 

                                                 
1
 The 2007 estimates and 2012 projections were taken from Applied Geographic 

Solutions, a commercial market analysis database provider.  These estimates are 

based on a proven methodology based on data provided from a variety of sources 

including: US Census Bureau, Bureau of Labor Statistics, and the United States 

Postal Service.  A detailed discussion of the methodology and source datasets can 

be found online: http://www.appliedgeographic.com. 
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2.2 INVENTORY 

 

2.2.1 POPULATION CHANGE  
 
According to current estimates, the 2007 population  
of Batesburg-Leesville is 6,323, approximately 
2.6% of the total population of the county.  
Between 1980 and 2007 the population for the 
town grew by 315 people.  This growth comes 
after the 2000 Census reported an 8.1% 
decrease in population from the 1990 Census 
high of 6,007 residents.  2012 projections show 
an additional 399 people over the next five 
years, a 21.84% increase from 2000.  Lexington 
County is projected to grow at roughly the same 
rate, growing from the 2007 estimate of 242,760 
to 260,172, a 20.44% increase.  Figure 2.1 and 
Table 2.1 illustrate and summarize these growth 
trends over the 32 year period.     

 

 Figure 2.1: Population Change 1980-2012 
 

 

Table 2.1: Population Change 1980-2012 

 
While no long range population projections currently exist for the 
municipal limits of Batesburg-Leesville, Central Midlands Council of 
Governments maintains 30 year population projections for Lexington 
County at the Traffic Analysis Zone (TAZ) level of Geography.  
TAZõs are an intermediate geographic zone of analysis that are based 
on Census Block boundaries and can be aggregated to form Census 
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Tracts. These population projections are useful for getting a general 
idea of what the population is expected to be in a particular area of the 
county.  Between 2000 and 2035 the county is expected to add 231,134 
people, a 119% increase in population from the 2000 population of 
193,946.  The western most portion of Lexington County around 
Batesburg-Leesville is projected to see a 2035 population of 19,319, a 
113% increase from the 2000 population of 9,036.   

 
In 2000, the municipal Limits of Batesburg-Leesville made up 
approximately 61% of the total population of this area.  However, 
over the next 30 years it is expected that most of the projected 
population will most likely occur outside of the town limits as 
previously undeveloped or agricultural land will be absorbed by low 
density residential development.  This growth is expected to follow 
historical trends as the population of Lexington County expands west 
and south from the Town of Lexington and the existing built up areas 
in the Columbia Metropolitan Area.  Future expansion of 
infrastructure and services in the unincorporated portions of the 
county and within the municipal limits of surrounding jurisdictions will 
all have an impact on the type and rates of growth and development 
that will occur.  

 

 Table 2.2: 2035 Population Projections  

 

Map 2.2: Map of TAZ Boundaries 
 
By encouraging various planning and development strategies such as 
infill and higher density residential development, municipalities have 
the potential to absorb a larger share of this growth within their 
existing boundaries as opposed to depending solely on annexations of 
unincorporated land as it develops.   
 
As illustrated in Map 2.3 the highest population densities within the 
town are concentrated in traditional, pedestrian oriented 
neighborhoods ringing the historic central business districts.   
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Map 2.3: 2000 Population Density 

 

2.2.2 Demographic Characteristics 
 
Batesburg-Leesvilleõs racial make-up 
has remained relatively constant 
between 1990 and 2007, with White 
residents on average making up 
roughly 57% of the total population, 
Black residents making up 40%, and 
the Other Race category making up the 
remaining 3%.  The overall population 
loss between 1990 and 2000 was 
equally split between white and black 
residents, while the òOther Raceó 
category increased slightly between the 
two census years.  Since 2000, 
estimates show each category 
increasing to account for the overall 
population growth in the town.   

Figure 2.2: Racial Characteristics 1990-2007 
 




















































































































