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 In 1946, U.S. Army Sergeant Isaac Woodard challenged a 
Greyhound bus driver while traveling from Georgia to North 
Carolina after being discharged from service in World War II. 
Police officers who met him at the next stop brutally attacked him 
and left him permanently blinded. The attack on Woodard and 
similar stories of mistreatment of other black servicemen returning 
from the war led to new national pressures on racial segregation 
and discrimination and to the integration of the Armed Services 
in 1948.

Isaac Woodard was born in Fairfield, South Carolina, but grew 
up in Goldsboro, North Carolina. He enlisted in the U.S. Army on 
October 14, 1942, at Fort Jackson in Columbia, South Carolina, and 
served in the Pacific as part of a labor battalion. Woodard received an 
Honorable Discharge at Camp Gordon, Georgia, in early February, 
1946. Along with a contingent of other discharged soldiers, black 
and white, Woodard boarded a Greyhound Bus on February 12th 
to travel back home to North Carolina. A conflict was triggered 
when the bus driver belittled the Army veteran for asking to take 
a bathroom break. At the next stop, Woodard was met by Chief 
of Police Linwood Shull of Batesburg, South Carolina, who along 
with his deputies, beat Woodard savagely with their nightsticks. He 

Sgt. ISaac Woodard, Jr.  U.S. army, WWII

On June 7, 2018, Robert M. Cook II, Municipal Court Judge for the Town of Batesburg-Leesville, issued an order re-opening the case against 
Sgt. Woodard and dismissed all charges against him. The order was granted upon receiving the following request from Town Attorney 
Christian Spradley and Chief of Police Wallace Oswald, with support from Mayor Lancer Shull:

The Town of Batesburg-Leesville, by and through its Chief Prosecuting Officer and its Attorney, moves this court under SCRCP 60(b)(6) to 
REOPEN the above case and DISMISS the charges against the Defendant.

The basis for the Motion is as follows:

 1. On February 13, 1946, the above named Defendant [Isaac Woodard, Jr.] was found guilty of creating a Disturbance on Bus and  
  Public Drunk.

 2. While in the Custody of law enforcement, Defendant was gravely injured which led to his total blindness.

 3. The injury to the Defendant let to Federal Charges being brought against law enforcement. Federal Judge Julius Waites Warring felt  
  that the exoneration of law enforcement was a serious miscarriage of justice and his views on civil rights issues were changed  
  forever.

 4. The Defendant’s injuries and the verdicts from the federal prosecution directly led President Harry S. Truman to desegregate the  
  military.

 5. Judge Waring went on to hear several other pivotal civil rights cases and his rulings can, at least in part, be attributed to the case at  
  bar and his outrage at the hypocrisy of the government.

 6. The Town of Batesburg-Leesville, being the only entity legally related to the Town of Batesburg, feels that it is necessary and proper  
  to clear the Defendant’s name of any wrongdoing due to the injuries he received and the fact that this case was arguably the spark  
  that started the shift that led to civil rights reform throughout the Country.

 7. Isaac Woodard, Jr. passed away on September 23, 1992, without any direct decedents.

 8. Therefore, the Town moves under Rule 60(b)(6) for this matter to be reopened.

  The Town also moves to DISMISS the charges against Sgt. Woodard.

was later charged with drunk and disorderly conduct before finally 
being taken to a veteran’s hospital in Columbia, South Carolina.

The NAACP took up Woodard’s case in the spring of 1946, 
pressing military officials to provide assistance to the gravely 
injured veteran while also calling for legal action against Chief 
Shull. By September of that year, NAACP officials met with 
President Harry Truman who expressed outrage over this assault 
on a veteran. Chief Shull was tried in federal courts but released 
after the jury deliberated only 30 minutes. As news of this attack 
circulated in the national media, President Harry Truman created 
the first President’s Committee on Civil Rights (PCCR) which 
published To Secure These Rights in 1947. This groundbreaking 
report led to the desegregation of the military in 1948 and new 
federal attention to racial inequality as a matter of both domestic 
justice and out of concern for Cold War politics.

For many Americans, Isaac Woodard became a sympathetic 
figure representing the larger conflicts of Jim Crow emerging 
after World War II. The public response to the vicious attack upon 
Woodard, as well as that of President Harry Truman, signaled a 
major shift in public support for civil rights during the 1940s.

Isaac Woodard died in the Bronx, New York, on September 23, 1992.
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Welcome ...............................................................Mayor Lancer Shull 
Town of Batesburg-Leesville

InvocatIon ...........................................................Reverend Charles Simpkins 
Mayor Pro-Tem, Town Council of Batesburg-Leesville

PresentatIon of colors .................................Orange-Wilkinson High School AFJROTC Color Guard

remarks ................................................................Judge Richard M. Gergel 
US District Judge, Charleston

Brigadier General Milford H. Beagle 
Commanding General, Fort Jackson

Mr. Donald Day 
National President of Disabled Veterans

Dr. Andrew Myers 
University of South Carolina Upstate

Mr. Don North 
The Sgt. Isaac Woodard, Jr. Historical Association

UnveIlIng of the Isaac Woodard, Jr. 
 hIstorIcal marker .......................................Dr. Andy Duncan, Associate Professor of English 

Frostburg State University

James Gallman 
South Carolina NAACP

PresentatIon of ProclamatIons ................Mr. Nelson Govan 
Representative of SC Governor Henry McMaster

Mr. J.R. Fennell 
Museum Director, County of Lexington, SC

Councilwoman Bertha Goins 
Vice-Chairman, District 4, Fairfield County, SC

closIng remarks ...............................................Mayor Lancer Shull 
Town of Batesburg-Leesville

closIng Prayer ..................................................Oliver Smith 
Chaplin, SC Veterans of Foreign Wars

master of ceremonIes ....................................Dr. Bobby Donaldson 
Director, Center for Civil Rights History & Research, 
    University of South Carolina

song: “Isaac Woodard’s eyes” ....................Ms. Angela Easterling 
Recording artist, Charleston, SC
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